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Introduction

 Information structures in discourse
» Linguistic theories independent

» Studies 1n word order

» Pedagogical considerations primary

» Theoretical 1ssues postponed

« References simplified or omitted



Information Structure
in a Grammar

Halliday (1985):
Systemic Functional Grammar

3 metafunctions : ideational,
interpersonal, textual

Textual: cohesion, information
structure and thematic structure



Dik, Simon C. (1997):
Discourse Functional Grammar

Constituents (parts of speech) of a linguistic utterance are
assigned three types or levels of functions:

* Semantic function (Agent, Patient, Recipient, etc)
* Syntactic functions (Subject and Object)

* Pragmatic functions (Theme and Tail, Topic and

Focus), defining the informational status of constituents,
determined by the pragmatic context of the verbal interaction



Y% (1996):
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What is Information
Structure?

» Halliday (1967): the partitioning of
sentences 1nto categories such as focus,
background, topic, comment etc.

* Chafe (1976): information packaging

* the Prague School (1960°s): functional
sentence perspective



Elements of
Information Structure

 New information, Old information

» Topic, Focus, Contrast
o 779



Old and New information

e In communication, Old Info 1s what has
already been mentioned previously.

* All New
* Portion new, portion old
» All 0ld??

* Old: Pronominalisation, Drop (zero)



Topic and Focus etc

» Topic = Old
e Focus = New

 Contrast = New with a contrasted element

—t\

e Topic-shift: Old? New? £F-...




Mechanisms of
Information Structure

* Phonology: stress/accent, intonation
fir A48 3. REME.
fAeEs — | FEEE?

* Morphology: affixation

» Syntax: word order, info-marker (&)



Word Order Studies

* Deep Structure, Standard theory
» Case Grammar

» Language Typology

* Cognitive Syntax

e Information Structure



InfoStruc &Word Order

e OldInfo mitial; NewlInfo final

* InfoStruc alters Base Structures for
signalling



Base Structures

» Base Structure as output of DeepStruc,
Cognitive Principles etc.

 Base Structures vs. Derived Structures

* Major structures inclusive of negation,
interrogation, imperative etc.

» Every sentence has a temporal and/or
spatial frame.



 Canonical structures

* SVO, SV (from argument structure, transitivity
relations)

* SVaxVO, S-PP-VP
 Advb-VP, Attr-NP



Structural Variants

* Non-canonical structures

* Derived structures via transformations

» ??7Lambrecht (1996): allo-sentences

« SVO: SVO, OSV, SOV; VO, SV, OV, V
e SV: SV, VS,V

o S-PP-VP: S-PP-V, SV-PP



Major Operations

Topicalisation:
ENRAL 4T 8 BT o (F72004)
FEET EERREZBEXT Tk o (FR2004)
MEEFR2ERERET ° (%2004)

AR A K 0 ET HBFPARLAFF © (Chaol968)
AN 22 BATRRT R BAAE -




Contrast-fronting:

BMERNTHE, HBEIE--

e iE RITT W@ 0 BIEEIZEKXR T AL o (Xinhong)

H35Rve TR > MEFLEARH o Xinhong)
Focus:
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Dethematisation:
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Thematic Roles Alternation

KR T ° TBIRKT © (Fk1994)
KEEGHMTEF, - BPOLEHIT- (Hh199)
ABBTIE - BT AB o (F1994)



Figure-Ground Alternation

BAZFEN T ° (Chiu 2011)
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Existential Sentences
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*The following 4 slides were prepared by Chen Liyuan.
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4‘& : "D%Tu%?
NMRIEBT - SREFHINHE
ALY - B ﬂ‘cﬁﬁ—'l’%"ﬁ °

N

N

BR O HF e
R A RMIBRER
- BREFE CBRER \Bﬁﬁ-?
. /J\*)}'\ . —-—ﬁ_"ﬁ_ o
- RFEAE 3P BER o
s AR SRBIFER
e - ?Fiiz:ﬁ:f RS
JRANY > Y G EE YA
& e IRTFRBFAR ©

N~




s B4 ERRFINRE - FRIFIOREE
& o BR %k@%@ﬁkQ

c N LI RRIBRITE o B HARA  RIFE
BT -  RiABEMEE -

- BBEE  RB?HRBEE ﬁ %’%ﬁﬁﬁ
T Bk - RBH K&

c AR BRBLNE ?

« NER %9‘&“& C&mT—RBRBET -
R AR




JERTVELE T

- BRESHE?

- —&HE o

- EREREEEELR?

© BIARITE o

- WRIFEHSET -

c BRRL)NERY

(BRI EF Z(R) % HFH (PRI #HR) ?
(RIFDER Z(R)RURTIA)R S A ?
REZMGREL—A -

REAL —RBMER

RPAEFRZBBEBEE LR ?
AT RRARREMEE?

© BRBEARE &ME@EM)RITaLR

TRIBARE BT &EM) %

PRIFIG 88 T BN -
RFBIEBMGRIET -

BFEARREHRBLENE?
BPBERRENFLERILE 7



Pedagogical Principles of
Information Structure

Say only what’s important information.

Say what has already been mentioned first.

Say what 1s important last.

Don’t be redundant.

Be succinct.

Don’t repeat.

Drop all nouns already mentioned.
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