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Information Structure of Chinese and Its Pedagogy
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1 fffel (abstract)

Information structure, as a component of discourse grammar, relates
to the various ways of packaging information to be communicated.
Theoretically, there is as yet little consensus in the literature about the
range of information structural distinctions that must be drawn in an
adequate model of language, nor on the definition of several key concepts.
The extent of discussion and investigation of Chinese information
structure has, however, not been overwhelming. Pedagogically, a rich
variety of information structures appear in any L2 Chinese instructional
materials at any levels; yet there’s no mention, no explanation and no
drilling of such structures. This is the other, undesirable side of ‘zero
instruction’ that | have been promoting and urging.

Information structure employs phonological, morphological and
syntactic mechanisms, to ‘package’ such major elements as new
information, old information, topic, focus, contrast etc. The present talk*



shall concentrate on the informational role played by a syntactic
mechanism, viz. word order. It is postulated in this talk that alterations of
basic syntactic structures signal information structure, for optimal verbal
communications.

Lastly, an informally formulated Information Principle, a la
Cooperation Principle, is suggested for the field of teaching Chinese as a

second language, for inclusion as well as elaborations in instructional
materials at all levels.
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